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vogue, and nations opposed any increase in the amount of
their imports from foreign countries. Mohammed Ali was
told by his advisers of the immense profits that would accrue
to his treasures if Egypt were to supply her own armies,
navies and dependencies with the requisite clothing material
and munitions.

He had introduced the cultivation of cotton through the
efforts of M. Jumel in 1824; he had stimulated the produc-
tion of silk, linen and indigo. But he was still importing
calico, woollens, linen and silk in great quantities. Moham-
med Ali's imagination was now aroused by a proposal of his
advisers to start large-scale factory industry in Egypt, and so
follow the example of England and France, where the indus-
trial revolution had caused big factories to flood the world
markets with manufactured goods.

Thus Mohammed Ali, who had monopolised agricultural
products, now turned his enthusiasm to making himself the
sole proprietor of manufactured goods. With the raw materials
near at hand, and with the assurance of procuring cheap
labour, he easily surmounted the other difficulties by import-
ing from Europe machines, skilled labour and fuel. Even
fuel was replaced by using mules, oxen and camels for pro-
ducing power.

He began his great scheme in 1818, with two factories in
Cairo for the manufacture of coarse woollen cloth for the
army. In 1821, when Jumel, a French engineer brought in
to supervise the manufacture of woollens, suggested to
Mohammed Ali the wide cultivation of cotton and the use of
the crop in establishing a cotton industry in Egypt on modern
lines, Mohammed Ali lost no time in erecting factories for
the ginning, spinning and weaving of cotton. The number of
cotton factories increased gradually until there came to be
twenty-nine factories scattered all over Lower and Upper
Egypt. The factories were usually superintended by French,
English or Italian mechanical engineers and worked by
Egyptians. Besides these cotton factories there were factories
producing sugar, arms and gunpowder, ropes and tarbooshes.
There were iron foundries and als& steel and copper work-
shops for the manufacture of iron and steel implements, the
smelting of copper, the moulding of cannon, and the making